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Ruby Valley Medical Center Receives Moderna Coronavirus Vaccine for 
Healthcare Workers 

  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

  
Sheridan, Montana (December 31, 2020) – On Wednesday, December 23rd, the 

Ruby Valley Medical Center received 100 doses of Moderna’s coronavirus 

vaccine. During the last week of December and the first week of January, the 

initial dose of the vaccine will be administered to Ruby Valley Medical Center 

(RVMC) employees who choose to receive it. The vaccine is being distributed 

under a plan developed by the RVMC Vaccine Implementation Team which 

includes the healthcare providers and members of the administration, nursing 

and pharmacy departments. The Team’s objectives include mitigating the 

impact of possible side-effects, reducing waste and encouraging employee 

vaccination rates. It is not known when sufficient quantities of the coronavirus 

vaccine will be available to vaccinate other essential workers or the Ruby Valley 

community but RVMC’s Vaccination Implementation Team (VIT) has been 

formulating procedures to facilitate an effective community vaccination plan.  

  

Long before RVMC’s administration received the December 21st notification that 

a vaccine would arrive within the next two days, the VIT had been working on 

an employee vaccine administration plan which integrated staff schedule 

planning, doses per vial, potential side-effects and timing for the second dose 

of the vaccine. Based on these and other factors, the VIT scheduled vaccinations 

for December 29th, December 31st and January 7th. Employees will sign up for a 

preferred day and vaccinations will be organized by groups of ten to reduce 

waste. Each vial of the Moderna vaccine contains ten doses.  



  

“Side-effects are not unusual with vaccines because they are a sign that the 

body is gearing up for a fight. This is what we want the vaccine to do in order 

to protect the body from the live virus,” said Dr. Roman Hendrickson, RVMC’s 

Medical Director. “We’ve seen the frequency of side-effects declining 

significantly but they are more prevalent with the second dose of the vaccine.” 

Common side-effects from the Moderna vaccine include pain and swelling at 

the shot location on the patient’s arm and chills, fever, tiredness or headache. 

Typically, the side-effects last one day but can be severe enough that patients 

stay home from work. A second dose of the Moderna vaccine is required 28-30 

days after the initial vaccination. There have been instances of allergic reactions 

to the vaccine. Patients are required to stay in the vaccination area for 15 

minutes following their inoculation so they can be quickly treated in the event 

of a reaction.  

  

Primary responsibility for coordinating the vaccine implementation plan has 

been directed to Donna Stump, BSN, RN and Kayla Sandru, BSN, RN. Stump and 

Sandru have also been responsible for the successful management of the 

Vaccines For Children (VFC) program. “Who better to manage the 

implementation of the coronavirus vaccine than the professionals in our own 

nursing staff,” Dybdal said. Stump and Sandru have also received support from 

Pat Toalson, RPh, Director of Pharmacy at RVMC.  

  

“We’re grateful to have received enough vaccine for everyone on our staff who 

wants to be vaccinated at this time,” Hendrickson said. Currently, the RVMC 

administration has received no communications as to when sufficient 

quantities of the vaccine will be available for members of the community. The 

VIT will need to integrate their current procedures with any public health 

directives that accompany a community vaccine shipment. There is no waitlist 

for the vaccine at RVMC. As soon as news is available regarding community 



vaccination availability and inoculation priorities, the information will be 

posted on RVMC’s Facebook page and website (www.RVMC.org).  

  

### 

  

About the Ruby Valley Medical Center 

The Ruby Valley Medical Center is a critical access hospital and Montana 

designated trauma receiving facility serving Sheridan, Twin Bridges, Alder, 

Laurin, Silver Star, Virginia City, Nevada City and Waterloo.  The Medical Center 

offers five in-patient beds, two observation beds, diagnostic imaging, 

laboratory, physical therapy, speech language pathology, swing bed, 24 hour 

emergency care and a highly qualified nursing staff.  Our healthcare providers 

support patients through the Ruby Valley Medical Center and the 

clinics in Sheridan and Twin Bridges.  Our clinics offer a wide range of 

healthcare services including pediatrics, well-woman exams, sports physicals, 

geriatrics, mental health, osteopathic care, chiropractic care, non-surgical pain 

management and tele-medicine to off-site specialists.  Our visiting specialists 

provide podiatric, gynecological, surgical, and hearing services.  The Ruby 

Valley Medical Center also provides mobile emergency medical services through 

Ruby Valley Emergency Medical Services.  The Ruby Valley Medical Center 

receives financial support from the Ruby Valley Healthcare Foundation and the 

Ruby Valley Medical Center Auxiliary.   
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Caption: Ruby Valley Medical Center’s Medical Director, Dr. Roman 

Hendrickson, receives his initial dose of the Moderna coronavirus vaccine.  
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Kayla Sandru, BSN, RN, Ruby Valley Medical Center Vaccine Manager, 

administers the Moderna coronavirus vaccine to front-line healthcare staff.  

 

 

Ruby Valley Medical Center’s Medical Director, Dr. Roman Hendrickson, 

receives his initial dose of the Moderna coronavirus vaccine.  



 
 
Kayla Sandru, BSN, RN, Ruby Valley Medical Center Vaccine Manager, 

administers the Moderna coronavirus vaccine to front-line healthcare staff.  

 


